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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Ylla & Brown, Margaret Wise Harper 
THE DUCK $2.50 


An animal odyssey planned by a photographer with an eye for pictures behind 
the story and a writer who can turn out tales. On the beach the duck meets a boxer 
who tells him of the big world and all the animals in the zoo. Deciding that the an- 
imals must see him, the duck sadly leaves his new friend and journeys to town. Show- 
ing himself to the elephant, the turtle, the goat, and the cocker spaniel, opens op- 
portunities to test his singing and dancing. These in turn bring certain rebuffs 
which send the duck back with a slight grudge, but glad to be free with the boxer 
again. Slight inconsistencies emerge in a work where parts seem to have been tailor- 
ed to each other, but each picture is a gem and the discrepancies negligible. Board, 
cloth spine. (Publ.) (LC: 52-12995) 


Foster, Doris Van Liew ‘ Lothrop,Lee & Shepard 
TELL ME LITTLE BOY $2.00 


Little boys like to ask questions- and they like to answer them too. This 
time it's the rabbit that asks the questions about what the little boy would like to 
be, and the little boy plays with all sorts of ideas about being one animal or anoth- 
er. Then he turns tables on the rabbit and has his turn at asking questions. But 
the rabbit is firm. He will be a rabbit- with an Easter egg on his head... Beguil- 
ing pictures by Roger Duvoisin in Easter egg colors. A rather fragile binding. (4/15) 





Selsam, Millicent Wm. Scott 
ALL KINDS OF BABIES $2.00 


Companion volume to All About Eggs, with text by an author who handles 
young science with admirable clarity, and illustrated with large blue and brown-toned 
brush drawings by Helen Ludwig. In simple sentences closely linked with the pictures 
a small listener hears and sees the contrast between the young of the animal world 
and their maturity. The kitten becomes a cat, the caterpillar turns into a butter- 
fly, the tiny pink polar cub becomes a giant bear, and so on. It is a very natural 
lesson in change and growth. Paper and board. Not as sturdy as we'd like. (Publ. ) 

(Le: 52 - 13588) 





‘BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Hale, Kathleen Coward-McCann 
MANDA $2.50 


Orlando's Home Life and Henrietta the Faithful Hen established this British 
author's record for superbly ridiculous animal tales. Manda, a Jersey calf with be- 
nign expression who is frustrated by her arguing companions, is sent by her English 
owners for a vacation to Ireland. Across the sea, Manda journeys to the O'Rafferty's 

6 small farm, makes friends with their donkey Meg, bets on horse races and wins. At 
home again after a pleasant. stay; ‘Manda is happy when her owners decide to send the 
O'Raffertys two sheep. A humorous odyssey with a raft of the author's characteristic 
drawings in color and black and white. Cloth. (Publ.-) 
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Book Elf Series Rand McNally 
Publ. board with firm stitching 
ea. 25¢ 





Bertail, Inez- GOODY A MOTHER CAT- Goody who looks like her name and more like 
a kitten than a cat, moves to the country with young Claudiaand Michael who make presents 
for her kittens when she has them. Daintily mincing pictures by Anne Sellers Leaf. 


Boyles, Trudy- POPCORN PARTY- Little Old Woman who tends a garden, gives a party, 
but learns her lesson when she puts too much corn in the popper and the fire department 
has to come help clean up the mess. Life is not as cuddly as Helen Szepelak pictures it. 


Broderick, Jessica Potter- HIDE-AWAY PUPPY- In the dog house for chewing on a 
rubber ball, Skeedaddle runs away but is finally found by Donny and his pa in the pound. 
Fair story, and pictures by Dotti have strong sensual appeal in color and line. 


Dixon, Ruth- BARTHOLOMEW THE BEAVER- Mother and Daddy B. are disgusted with 
their son Bartholomew who spends too much time playing, but who finally learns the value 
of work after some narrow squeaks. Illustrations of forest life by Alice Pierce aren't bad. 


Francis, Sally R.- THE GOAT THAT WENT TO SCHOOL- Lucky little Bucky leaves his 
herd in the mountains (both herder and goats are too old to play with) and gets adopted 
by a school in the valley. Sentimental drawings in pastels by Jean Tamburine. 


AESOP'S FABLES- Abridgements of some of the familiar ones that have been cut 
down to fifteen lines or so of text, with cuter than cute drawings by Anne Sellers Leaf. 


Ratzeberger, Anna- FARM ANIMALS- Pages of text opposite pictures of animals by 
Marguerite Gayer whose drawings have color appeal but are rather typed and expressionless. © 
Data on the sheep, duck, cow, horse etc. in sentimental and personalized context. 


Reichert, E. C.- SPACE SHIP TO THE MOON- A fair first account of space travel 
essentials. Billy and Sally, using their imaginations during a school movie go with 
“aeronaut" Dan on a rocket to a space station, the moon and back again, and learn some 
results of gravity, motion etc. on the way. Streamline pictures by A. K. Bilder. 


Wadsworth, Wallace C.- retold by - THE LITTLE OLD WOMAN AND HER PIG- The fami- 
liar chain reaction story in a new dressing of chubby cartoons by Esther Friend. 


Wilde, Irma- LUCINDA- With pictures by George Wilde that through distortion and 
a flattened out technique are more sophisticated than most of the other artists' on this 
list. An engaging but improbable tale of an obstinate donkey who saves a train from dis- 
aster on a washed out bridge. But as the tenth on the list it's a half hearted top-off 
to a pretty mediocre showing. 


Seuss, Dr. Random House 
SCRAMBLED EGGS SUPER! $2.50 


* Seuss has breezed into town with a wow of a book about thousands of eggs and 
the far journeys to get them from all of the most peculiar kinds of birds this side of 
the universe. Unsatisfied with the ordinary scrambled dish, young Peter D. Hooper sets 
out “to hook the best eggs ever laid." On his quest, the Kweet, the Kwigger, the ice 
bound Grice whose eggs were obtained with a Squitsch, and many more, obliged. The Long 
Legger Kwong though, whose eggs crashed when they hit the ground, and the Stroodel who 
laid ‘em too sweet, were discouraging. But with a climactic escape from the Bombastic — 
Aghast with a last egg, Peter has enough and from the mountainous accumulation makes a 
super dish. If you side with Seuss, as we do, you won't rue, it's true blue. (Publ.) 
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Whitman 
WHEN THE MOON IS NEW $2.75 


Bannon, Laura 


A pleasant present day tale of a little Seminole girl that is based on the 
author's own observations during time she spent with a Florida tribe. Rainbow who 
loves to sew on her Grandmother's machine, is told there's a mystery in the village 
and thinks the surprise is going to be a machine of her own. She's excited at the 
prospect of visiting relatives in another village, has a good time there, but when 
she returns she finds a baby brother which is even better. The author's own pictures 
of happy round-faced Seminoles have Everglade atmosphere and a wealth of authentic, 
colorful detail. (Publ.) 


EASY READING 


Easy Sctence Book Holiday House 
$2.00 


Sears, Paul McCutcheon- DOWNY WOODPECKER- To read along with Olive Earle's 
Robins in the Garden (see next report) a good word-picture biography of the social 
and beneficial Dryobates pubescens. More personalized and dramatized this takes Cali- 
fornia-born Downy through a year of pecking and food hunting, of fighting with a 
chickadee who steals his tree hole, of mating and family raising. It is especially 
good in graphic examples of birth and death, and the illustrations by Barbara Latham 
are colorful and accurate in detail where necessary. (4/15) 


Earle, Olive , Morrow 
ROBINS IN THE GARDEN $2.00 


Well timed for spring readers, a sharp sighted bird watcher tells and draws 
an excellent life history of the robin. With the clarifying combination of textual 
simplicity and fine line pictorial detail needed for beginners, the garden robin is 
observed welcoming spring, nesting, mating, rearing young and playing- all except 
migrating which he as father declines to do in the hopes of getting crumb fed in 
winter. (Publ.IC: 52-12115) 


Johnson, Margaret Morrow 
SAM AND THE INKSPOT $2.00 


Reliable both on rather staid narration and pleasantly appealing pencil draw- 
ings, here is another Margaret Johnson animal story. The setting this time is a Ver- 
mont farm, home of Samoyed Sam and the black cat, Inkspot. As Sam grows from buoyant 
puppyhood into a protective, companionable dog, he and Inkspot cement their relations 
so that Sam is almost human in his concern when Inkspot is lost, and relieved when he 
is rescued from a trap and discovered in a neighbor's house. (Publ. IC: 52-12117) 


Brenner, Anita Wm. Scott 
A HERO BY MISTAKE $2.00 

* There's a big truth inside this little story of a Mexican Indian stated,and 
illustrated by Jean Charlot, with the simplicity that comes from deep understanding. 
Woodchopper Dionisio, frightened even of his shadow, one day goes to the town to mar- 
ket his logs. With his earnings, he buys a bugle and firecrackers and accidentally 
scares some bandits. The celebration he's given by the townspeople is followed by 
another one aftcr Dionisio on his way home, has knocked out another marauder, think- 
ing the noise he made in the dark was his stupid burro. Because he has done what 
he feared to do, Dionisio becomes truly brave. Mr. Charlot's blue and black drawings 
use Mexican folk art themes to advantage. Paper over board. (4/15) 


Schlein, Miriam Wm. Scott 
THE FOUR LITTLE FOXES $2.00 


A charming learning book about four little foxes- that takes them through 
various new sensations and experiences with an engaging sensitivity. In the forest, | 
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Father Fox holds the admiration of his youngsters and teaches them carefully about growing 
up, using their eyes, ears and noses, hunting food and negotiating the surrounding terrain. 
When grown, each goes off by himself, but is never quite alone with the friendly yup-yup- 
yupee that tells him his kind is near. Warm browns and yellows and clever distortion in 
artist Louis Quintanilla's drawings add to woodland appeal. Paper over board. (Publ.) J.L.G. 





Agile, Nan Hayden & Scribner 
Wilson, Ellen THREE BOYS AND A TUGBOAT $2.25 


* Beginning readers have revelled in Three Boys and the Remarkable Cow and Three 
Boys and a Lighthouse and second year readers will still be in the mood for this new ad- | 
venture story of the triplets, Abercrombie, Benjamin and Christopher. Again in the au- 
thor's characteristic rhythmical, repetitive prose, one reads about Uncle Stitch who takes ! 
them to Seaport. On his tug, there is excitement aplenty when a stranded South American 
ship loses two rare bears, which are finally recaptured on a harbor island. There's 
first rate beginning know-how of tug tactics which young mariners will adore. Spanking 
drawings by Marian Honigan add their particular charm. (Publ.) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN~ FICTION 


Faulkner, Nancy Doubleday | 
THE WEST IS ON YOUR LEFT HAND $2.50 
The summer of 1753 sees the tobacco-growing Withers family, hard pressed by 
droughts, make an Indian-imperiled trek from Williamsburg to Gist's Settlement in the 
Ohio country. Told through the adventures of thirteen-year-old Tod and his friend Fun- 
fire, a family slave, the story glimpses other issues- slavery (Fumfire will be free in 
Ohio), French-British controversy, Indian warfare- as well as the pioneering. Frustrated 
when two bad guides lead them into traps, Tod and Fumfire escape and befriend a crippled 
Indian boy Bent Arrow. They join his tribe for a while, make Bent Arrow a shoe which 
allows him to walk more easily, and in return, get an escort to find their stranded family 
and lead them to Ohio. But melodrama and slowness keep this at a mediocre level. Ade- 
quately illustrated by John Gretzer. (4/30 LC: 53-5286) 











Burke, Trude Holt 
THE WILD STRANGER $2.50 


XA warm and searching horse story set in Wyoming with Paul Brown's drawings to 
add even more spark to a lively narrative. The Bentlys- Mother, Father, Alice and Bobby- 
move to the small town of Cody where Mr. Bently is to continue his law practice. Ina 
letter writing contest, to tell why he wants a horse, Bobby wins Little Fellow, a black 
and white pinto. The family set up a small corral and the way is open for rides and ac- 
tivities with the local riding club. But more particularly it is Alice's story, for 
when the Bentlys buy Fancy Free, a young mare with a broken leg to heal, imaginative 
Alice's spirit reaches out to create a wonderful horse and rider team. There is a tug 
at the heart when Fancy Free almost returns to the range, but is pulled to Alice finally 
through trust and love. The fine example of family relationships set by the likeable 
Bentlys mske this a charmer for the young in heart. (4/29 LC: 52-13063) 


| 


OPEN OSL EL IO 


Evers, Alf Holt 
SLICK 'N ME AND THE FALLON CASE $2.50 


* A bang up mystery about a small town and an eccentric inventor has all the re- 
quirements as outlet for Alf Evers' successful slapstick. Told through the eyes of Fred 
Avery,who pals around with Slick in Deetersville, desperately trying to dig up excitement, a 
the story starts with the disappearance of the boys' friend old Joe Fallon,- inventor. 

Dead Deetersville wakes. Slick and Fred investigate, get chased around old houses, mix 

into history in a debate over the death of Deetersville's founder, and for their efforts | 
are rewarded with a trip to Judge Perkins' summer camp (not to mention the foregone ex- F 
citement). Fun from start to stop and Charles Klinger's drawings are stealthy. (Publ. | 


IC: 52-13063) 
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Kroll, Francis Lynde Lantern 
YOUNG SAND HILLS COWBOY $2.50 


Learning the ropes of western life and helping to catch rustlers in the pro- 
cess are the mainstays of a nice, simply dimensioned western. When orphaned, thirteen 
year old Ted comes to his Uncle Bert's Texas ranch, he has his doubts about being able 
to fit in. But good people and country bring out the best in his essentially sturdy 
personality and Ted learns to ride with the best, conquers his fears enough to go for 
help on a brone when fire threatens, helps school friends win a relay contest. Charles 
Geer's fine-line drawings have slim jeans, firm figure appeal.(Publ. LC: 53-5543) 


Baker, Charlotte McKay 
MAGIC FOR MARY M $2.50 


| Little girls will love this as it's an especially exciting and "magic" ridden 
story about things that can happen at home and school- right under your nose. Mary M 
who lives with her "Gramma" in the boarding house she runs in the oil town of Buckner, 
Texas, is pleased to pieces when itinerant oil man Mr. Allbright leaves his three 
children in "Gramma's” care while he goes prospecting. Wichita, Corsicana and Smack- 
over (all were named after their birthplace) are motherless but exuberant. They make 
Mary M lose her shyness, provide excellent companions for school projects, for trying 
times when a well burns, and in the end, stay on with her when Mr. Allbright gets a 

job in Venezuela. Pollyanna-ish but credible. Nicely illustrated by the author. (4/7) 


Warren, Billy McKay 
RIDE WEST INTO DANGER $2.50 


This link in the endless chain of patterned western historical fiction has 
young Missourian Sandy Dowling go west in 1858 to hunt for his parents who had pre- 
ceded him to Santa Fe the year before. Before joining a wagon train Sandy is given 
a horse Rambler, by a family friend. With the train they encounter storms, buffalo, 
raids by the Sioux under Yellow Hand, and finally Kit Carson at Cimarron who puts 
him on the track to Santa Fe, his folks and their new ranch. Adequate. Atmospheric 
pictures by the author. (Publ.) 


Everyday Science Story Messner 


$1.60 


Kiefer, Mildred S.- PLANET X- One we missed in the new series previously re- 
ported on page 149 (1953), this sets Cope, short for Copernicus, in Arizona where he 
and his father have come to live. At Flagstaff where Pluto was discovered from Mars 
Hill observatory, Cope gets to know the other boys in school.and the scientists who 
work on the hill. Scientifically minded, he has a fight with the more rocket and 
space-cadet minded Red and his gang, but it's resolved when they cooperate to raise 
rabbits for experiments. Intermittent trips to the observatory offer information 
in a neatly planned tale. Illustrated by Julia Rogers. (4/2) 


- 


Parke, John Pantheon 
AMOS $2.50 


* Amos is a beagle whose exuberant and extraordinarily happy adventures are 
told of with puxch and perspicacity. Bored with life at the kennels where he was 
born and where he could only enviously smell the other beagles who were fortunate 
enough to go out on hunts, Amos is delighted when Alden, a young school teacher, and 
his wife Ann, buy him and take him to their New England suburban home. For a year 
Amos thrives, going on walks, chasing rabbits, getting in and out of scrapes, and Ann 
and Alden thrive with him. There's a wealth of humor in the often tenuous balance 
of canine-human interrelationships, and all learn lessons about each other when Amos 
loses his owners, and finds them after a long trek to their new country home in Ver- 


mont. Pictures by Kurt Wiese. (4/15 LC: 53-5536) 
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Frey, Nina Ames William Scott 
$2.50 


THE RIVER HORSE 
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* The jungle and a central Guatemalan lake village background a truly absorbing a 
tale of a boy and a cunta. His Mayan heritage strong in his blood and imagination from 
tales told him by his grandfather, young Arana dreams of owning a horse such as the ones 
brought by the conquistadores. One day there is an earthquake and on a trip to see if the 
valuable cotton-growing ceiba trees have escaped damage, Arana discovers the young danta, 
@ little known species of river horse. On a subsequent foray to capture it, Arana and 
the Janta fall into a pit that has hidden an old Maya temple door, enter and in the dark, 
work their way through a maze of tunnels that crosses a mountain, emerge near Atitlan. 
There he finds his grandfather at market and is told to keep the secret until the Ind- 
ians can use it as a tool for their dreamed-of freedom. Then for practical reasons, 
though it touches him deeply, Arana trades the danta to an American zoo offocial in re- 
turn for a good horse that will help his family. A sensitive commentary on the modern 
plight of the Central American Indian- illustrated with verve by Renee George. (Publ. 


IC: 52-13587) 


Renick, Marion Scribner 


THE HEART FOR BASEBALL $2.25 


Baseball is fortunate when such a one as Marion Renick comes along to write with 
such humor and feeling about the sport and the kids who play it. This time it's Little 
League and the problems that can develop when teams are started in a small town. Scooter 
Jones, a foreman's son and Jeff, the boss's son, are both disappointed when they fail to 
make the aircraft plant team, but undaunted they rally others left out, get in trouble 
with authorities over a place to play before they establish themselves and are in turn 
sponsored as another Little League team by a local laundry whose lovable delivery man 
has more than a little to teach them about pitching, fielding and "heart" for the game. 
Whingezing drawings by Paul Galdone add to satisfaction. (4/27) © 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 
Colby, C. B. Coward-McCann 
FIRST FISH $2.00 


* See page 185 of the last issue for the report on two other Colby nature books 
put out by Aladdin- Who Lives There? and Who Went There? This one on the preliminaries 
of stream and river fishing is just as neatly done. First, eight or ten common North 
American fish are described as to physical characteristics, range and how to catch them. 
Then come appealing diagrams of streams and lakes showing the best places to fish in them 
with different kinds of tackle. Hooks, bait preparations, rods, reels, casting, trolling, 
still fishing, landing are all given a snappy but entirely adequate once-over, and, for 
the young fisherman who's finally done it, there are even mounting instructions. Well 
moulded pictures are by Colby. (Publ. LC: 52-134220) 


Tor, Regina Coward-McCann 
GETTING TO KNOW KOREA $2.25 


For this group of advanced beginners, a pleasantly simplified introduction to 
the peaceful and normal aspects of life in the now war torn country. Text that moves with 
ease from topic to topic tells of the nature of the land, how fit it is for farming and 
what is grown, a typical house and a woman's duties, shopping and produce, the city of 
Seoul and its people, school, celebrations, legends and history. Politics are omitted so 
there's no picture of today's situation of strife and occupation- a slightly unrealistic 
approach to the scene of the world's hot foot, but otherwise it's okay. Striking red and @ 
black drawings by the author. Cloth. (Publ. LC:53-5227) 


Sterling, Dorothy Doubleday 
UNITED NATIONS, N.Y. $2.50 


As a picture book with many good photographs by Myron Ehrenberg and an extensive 
running text, this will help familiarize school children across the country with the many 
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mechanical processes it takes to run the U.N. With the emphasis on the tools of the 
organization rather than policy and political problems, the chapters divide themselves 
® into material on the buildings' physical outlay; the Secretary General's division; the 
preparations such as those done by hostesses, interpreters, photographers etc. for the 

General Assembly; paper and its many uses; the methods of fact and figure gathering 

and a few of their results; how by publications and broadcasts the U.N. keeps the 

world informed; and a little of the private lives of the delegates. Though it creates 
a minor glitter by calling the delegates "stars" and Assemblies "shows" etc., a good 
first book. (Publ. LC: 53-5048) 





Conger, Marion Simon & Schuster 
A BOOK OF FACTS ABOUT THE U.S.A. $1.00 


Packaged with a firm, cardboard backed jigsaw puzzle of the 48 states this 
big booklet is a colorful listing of facts and figures. The vivid, patchwork technique 
pictures by Harry McNaught go on each page along with the thumbnail sketches, inform- 
ally written, about each State's outstanding products, physical and social character- 
istics. Alaska and Hawaii are included on the endpapers and there are the nicknames, 
areas, flowers and population figures for all. Healthy question answerer. Thin card- 
board. (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Dean, Leon , Ariel-Pellegrini & Cudahy 
BORDER BULLETS : $2.50 


Leon Dean who has written some good historical fiction set in the New York- 
Canadian border environs- sée Royalton Raid and Red Man’s Trail- gwitches to modern 
times and a modern theme, the smuggling of Chinese communist agents from Canada to 
the U.S. Two University of Vermont freshmen, Tud and Kenn, are spending the summer | 
on Lake Champlain. They have a suspicion-rousing encounter with Earl Crater, a seem- 
ingly vicious man who has rented an old house near the small lake town. The boys 
think he is involved with the mysterious nighttime comings and goings of a cruiser 
and the plot thickens when there is a hand to hand fight with the Chinese, and Crater 
and his crippled nephew Hugh, finally reveal themselves to be on Tud's and Kenn's 
side. The spy ring broken, Crater turns out to be an F.B.I. man and as a happy out- 
come, shy Hugh spends the rest of the summer with the boys. Tight and exciting, but 
as a mystery it's patterned. With the concentration on atmosphere and maneuvering 
for capture, the fact that the spies are Chinese Communists is almost inconsequential. 
Illustrated by Joshua Tolford. (Publ.Lc: 53-5409) 





Miller, Helen Markley Doubleday 
PROMENADE ALL $2.50 


-Young. womanhood sensitively characterized in a well dimensioned 'teens' 
set in the late nineteenth century northwest. Ten year old Dell Brouillette, a tom- 
boy with an understanding of life and people worth reading about, is concerned when. 
her older sister Mary seems favored by their parents. Further trials come when bro- 
ther George runs away to Oregon; when Dell alone rescues rustler-threatened cattle, 
and when she finally beings to wonder who she is. In a few years she learns. Dave 
Bruneau, the local deputy sheriff and a half Nez Perce Indian, had left his mother- 
less daughter with the kindly Brouillettes and Dell, who had always loved the nearby 
Indians, is thrilled when she can claim a new family. Later she is more mature when 
she and Lock, who is white, solve their social problems and decide to marry. Satis- 

@ fingly, the leit motif of fiddler Max Brouillette's music deepens the imaginative 
qualities. Illustrated by Dorothy Bayley Morse. (5/14 Lc: 53-5598) J.L.G. 


Montgomery, Rutherford Doubleday 
McGONNIGLE'S LAKE $2.50 


After old Mike McGonnigle's prospecting days were over, the story of how he 
bought a lake, and surmounted the problems of eviction from surrounding unowned shores, 
makes companionable reading. Accompanied by a host of animal friends, Deanza a badger, 
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Apollo and Psyche a pair of beavers, a hoary marmot, the burro that pulled his wagon, and 

a few others, Mike arrives in the Piney Woods near the town of Hillcrest. But he turns out 
to be another of real estate man Henry Bender's suckers, for a/l the land around the lake 

he buys belongs to somebody else. Then young Jo and Jerry from the town help him. So do 
the beavers. A dam is built by the beavers reclaiming an inlet where Mike can build. Pleas- 
ant narrating by an author who knows his country people and his animals. Good pictures by 


Garry MacKenzie. (6/11 LC: 53-5961) J.L.G. 


Kjelgaard, Jim Holiday House 
REBEL SIEGE $2.75 


Colonial uprising and the divided loyalties that often accompanied them, back- 
ground a pithy story by a dependable author. Kim McKenzie whose Scotch father is a Blue 
Ridge gunsmith, is first angered when a cocky British soldier takes his gun. In the en- 
suing events- scouting with another boy for Clark and Robertson, evading Cherokees, ang- 
ling to trap pro-British Ferguson's militia- Kim's father too, goes to the American side 
for the heartening victory at King's Mountain. Excellent accounts of country life, 
thoughts of new settlers and backwoods troop movements, with the kind of vigor that con- 
cocts good fiction. Appealing pictures by Charles Banks Wilson. (4/15) 


Franklin, George Cory Houghton, Mifflin 
PANCHO $2.50 


A boy- a horse-and a dog for a familiar trio ticket to popularity. But the 
story of Tom Watson and the outlaw bronc, Pancho, and of Rusty who was more than just an- 
other ranch dog, has many elements that make for originality. Pancho has been deliber- 
ately spoiled so as to make a killer of him; but Tom knows that Pancho can be broken. 

How another man who loves horses takes the first step to gentling him at a rodeo at Monte 
Vista; how Tom buys him for $50 and wins some friends; and the steps by which Tom proved 
him a one-man horse and a top ranking cow pony provide one side of the pattern. Then in 
opposition there's the other side, as crooks in the rodeo business determine to steal him 
and spoil him again- make a killer and a money winner for Madison Square Garden rodeo. The 
story is good reading, though the conclusion is inevitable, and the author- who knows his 
wild animals of the west - sometimes betrays himself in deliberately personifying both 
Pancho and Rusty. Spirited line drawings by William Moyers add zest to the story. Try 
in upper 8-11, lower 12-15 brackets. (4/27) 


Adelson, Leone McKay 
RED SAILS ON THE JAMES - $2.75 


A vredictable ending for a story unique in setting and humorously told as 
the Nordstroms,engineers' family living on a Chinese junk, repeat the success of their 
eariier adventure recounted in The House with the Red Sail (1951). Three youngsters and 
their parents take a summer cruise from Long Island to Williamsburg. The problem of the 
authenticity of the antiquity of old Mr. Honeycutt's house, which must be established to 
prove it worthy of restoration, is finally solved with the aid of their Chinese friend 
Lee, a history student whose grandfather had originally owned the Amoy. The banter of 
mature and educated people and the unusual atmosphere make this better than average in 
its field. (4/27) 
TWELVE TO FIFTEEN-— NON-FICTION 


Cornos, John & Holt 
Norton, Sybil PILGRIMAGE TO FREEDOM $2.50 


It is about ten years since the publication of another young adult biography of 
Roger Williams, Jeanette Eaton's memorable Lone Journey. While she was successful in her 
analysis of the man and the issues for which he stood, this is, perhaps, more successful 
in catching the spirit of Puritan times and the personalities who wrought revolution. A ® 
careful narrative seeks the reasons for his beliefs and those of his fellow workers. The 
story goes back to England and his boyhood in the home of his well-to-do tailor father. 
There is good pace as Williams reaches successive stages,- studying with the lawyer Edward 
Coke, ministry in Essex, marriage to Mary Barnard, his decision to emigrate, and the trou- 
bles he brought on himself with his Separatist beliefs and his conviction that each man 
think as he chose. Clear insight into current political streams comes not only in America 
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but in his return trips to England and his acquaintance with Milton, Henry Vane, Crom- 
well. And there's a sense of satisfaction when, despite its inglorious beginnings, 
his dream came to reality as Providence Plantations survived. A worthwhile biography 
of a little chronicled figure. Ill'd. (4/29 Le: 52-13064) 

































Ewen, David | Holt 
THE STORY OF JEROME KERN $2550 


For anyone interested in the backgrounds of American popular music, a lively, 
authoritative short biography of one of its chief proponents by a writer with an es- 
tablished record in the field. Along with the personal history of the composer who 
had a music loving mother and a father who in the long run understood his son's de- 
sires, there are interesting forays into behind the scenes Tin Pan Alley and comments 
on the development of imaginative song writing as Kern did it. They give the book 
real substance. Unlike some contemporaries (and unlike Hollywood renditions of their 
lives), Kern lived peacefully, successfully and happily, even in Hollywood. He died 
meriting the admiration this simple tribute bespeaks. (Publ. LC: 52-13066) 


Day, Beth Houghton, Mifflin 
JOSHUA SLOCUM, SAILOR * $2.75 


A disappointingly episodic biography of a vigorous nineteen century seaman 
with more color in his life than this story creates. As a boy of twelve in Nova Scotia 
in 1856, Joshua Slocum was tormented by a domineering father and soon ran away to sea 
as a cook on a fishing vessel. Many subsequent trips took him around the world. When 
scarcely twenty he had completed his first independent venture as a northwest coast 
salmon fisherman and was promptly given command of a Washington-Australia cargo run. 
In Sydney’ he met and married Virginia Walker and from then, until the time Joshua be- ‘ 
came the first man to sail around the world in a small boat by himself, he took his 
family on all trips. Dramatically, Joshua did build his own sail boat and go around 
the Horn. But even when he disappeared on one of his later solo trips to the Carib- 
bean,pat, unsubstantiated statement makes death as inconsequential as the rest has | 
been. Walter Buehr has done strongly composed drawings of sea, ships and men. Per- | 
sonally, we'd rather recommend young addicts the biography written by his son, Capt ) 
Joshua Skocum, published by Sheridan House in 1950. (4/27) 


Pringle, Patrick Roy 
HOW IT'S MADE $3.00 


Factories and workshops are exciting adventure to modern youngsters and 
science magazines and industrial journals absorb their interest when even the comics 
fail. Here is a book that goes behind the scenes and shows the processes from raw 
materials to finished goods:- foods, fabrics, household goods, rubber, glass, coal, 
and so on. The American junior high school students will more readily spot the 
British differences than this reader, for this is based primarily on Britain's work- 
shops. But in essentials the basic principles are the same, though many of the pro- 
cesses vary. Let's hope the same sort of study can be made of American industry. 
Photographic illustration. (Publ.) 


‘ Scribner 
BICYCLE IN THE SKY $2.50 


What the Wright brothers are for North America, Alberto Santos Dumont is for 
South America. This exuberant biography does full justice to his seemingly wild schemes, 
his incredible times, his large life so mismatched with his small stature. Raised on 
a coffee plantation near Sao Paulo, young Santos was blessed with an understanding fa- 
ther, spent his childhood rigging up mechanical birds, flying kites and thinking of 
new machines. He was sent to Paris for his education as a young man and from there on 
the story of his first balloon experiments, his lab and the fourteen amazing dirigi- 
bles whose flights elongated so many gallic necks, and finally 14-bis, the airplane 
to make the first unaided take-off in 1906, is common knowledge. Though light on the 
scientific aspects of flying, Rose Brown's book vividly portrays the rest of a transi- 
tional period whose individual initiative and astonishment the world will never see 
again.: Pictures by Ann Sayre Wiseman are exceptionally well designed, with a telling 


quality. (4/27) 


Brown, Rose 
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Johnston, Laurie Scribner 
$3.00 


ELIZABETH ENTERS 


Another "do" of Elizabeth II's life, complete and factual but sentimentalized © 
and tailored for readers with strong Anglican propensities. Lillibet's and Margaret Rose's 
days at Windsor, Balmoral and eventually Buckingham Palace, are peppered with pleasantries 
and the girlish enthusiasms proper to royalty as well as accounts of up-bringing and 
schooling. Intimate pictures of palace life will satisfy many a pent up curiosity about 
mealtime, playmates, and the like. And as Elizabeth grows there is the "inside story" of 
her long standing romance with Philip to titillate, as well as the consideration of the 
Princess' increasing duties. To the twelve to fifteens and their younger sisters, who 
also admire, this will bring pleasure. Many photographs. (5/3) 


Scribner 


Stevenson, Elmo N. 

PETS WILD AND WESTERN $2.50 
Habits and habitats, quirks, diets and developments- all a budding naturalist 

or his younger brother wants to know of animals he reads about- of a baker's dozen of 

western birds and mammals, companionably and humorously described. Profiles of Mussy 

a western badger, of Blinky a black-billed Magpie, of Old Man a golden mantled ground 

squirrel, tell how each lived. The funny turns of phrase on their antics that run through 

the tales result from the author's close hand observation, and a list at the end gives 

information about Latin names. For added sales impetus, look to the author's record of 

radio programs on the subject. Photographs for illustrations. (5/5) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Yates, Elizabeth Aladdin 
PATTERNS ON THE WALL $2.50 
* Although this was first published by Knopf in 1943 and won the Herald Tribune @ 


Spring Festival Award for young adult fiction, its re-issue deserves mention as a strong 
piece of writing, and in the light of the author's continuing good work in other books. 
More a novel of inner growth than external event, it tells the story of a young journey- 
man painter, Jared Austin, who roamed New England in the days of witch hunting, hard 
winters and Madison's presidency. Quiet yet powerful feelings emerge as Jared rounds 

out his apprenticeship with Mr. Toppan, and can start on his own as a decorator who will 
bring joy to the homes he paints. At last he finishes a bride's house for a friend, only 
to discover that the man's betrothed is Jennet, the girl Jared himself had hoped to marry. 
But the foundations of Jared's spirit- faith in humanity and the delight of his craft- 
hold strong even when the town accuses him of bringing draught and cold and are rewarded 
when Jennet is set free to love him and help prove his innocence. Chapter headings by o-— © 
Warren Chappell have New England charm. (4/13) 


Farris, Jack Lippincott 
RAMEY $3.00 


A novel of the Arkansas back country retains the simple texture of its people 
and their idiom and takes its warmth and drama from the relationship of a man and a boy. 
Ramey's admiration for his Pa is the incentive in his steps towards man's estate that 
involve moral and religious problems as well as a revenge that is redirected towards 
responsibility. An appealing first novel. (Full report on p. 196) (5/30: LC: 52-13741) 


Golden, Sylvia Macmillan 
NEIGHBORS NEEDN'T KNOW $3.00 
A pleasant family story of the Yorkville section of New York City in 1912-1913 @ 
tells of the way in which Ferenc Benes is forced to accept a full responsibility towards 
his wife and three children. The antique loving salesman's story presents the clannish- 
ness of the foreign section, the borderline of want, Mama's loving warmth, in nice domes- 
tic detail. (Full report on p. 194. 5/19) 
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Derby, Mark Viking 
THE BIG WATER $3.00 


A Malayan setting for an eerie novel of counter espionage and its concomit- 
ants. A many levelled story tells of a man, dying in Penang, who manges to get out 
two parts of a vital secret, and the thrilling succession of adventures and romance 
make first rate reading. (Full report on p. 195) (5/é: LC: 53-5723) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Fuller, Edmond- Fd. Crown 
MUTINY! $3.50 


A full coverage of insurrections of all types, from all times, collects its 
material from contemporary accounts, trial] records, ships' logs and writings on the 
events. From Magellan to Roman Army insubordinations, a good picture of the causes 
that numbers such contributors as E. F. Benson, Cooper, the author himself, Muriel 
Rukeyser and Chiang Kai Shek. (Full report on p. 203) (4/13: LC: 53-5246) 


Lane, Margaret | Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
_ THE BRONTE STORY $5.00 


Miss Lane's interpretation of the lives whose drama has quickened the imag- 
ination of many biographers is readable, sensible and inspired. Drawing from Gaskell, 
she weaves a broader tapestry in searching character studies that will delight Bronte 
fans, lead others to the craggy vistas. (Full report on p. 211) (5/26: LC: 52-12635) 


Cowles, Virginia Harper 
WINSTON CHURCHILL $5.00 


* For the general reader, this may well be- for some time to come- the Churchill 
biography. A solid piece of biographical writing, livened by the inimitable quality 
of the man himself, this shows Churchill's life as unfailingly dramatic, colorful, un- 
predictable as his career attains heights and depths. From boyhood on, a portrait of 
the man and his era. Photographs. (Fuli report on p. 208) (5/13: LC: 53-5363) 


Frye, Richard N. Henry Holt 
IRAN: Key to the Middle East $2.50 


A concise description of the country that is timely and within the compass 
of every reader. A summary of today and a sketch of the tumultuous past follow 
through to modern history and involvement with the great powers and a bibliography, 
charts and index make reference handy. (Full report on p. 177) (4/29: LC: 52-13895) 


Seroff, Victor I. Henry Holt 
MAURICE RAVEL | $3.50 


A sound biography of the French composer which extends to his contemporaries 
with the author's easy familiarity with the period. A controversial figure, his works, 
musical friendships and battles are told in a book which makes an era in French music 
live. (Full report on p. 141) (4/23: Le: 53-5271) 


Leeming, Joseph McKay 
JOBS THAT TAKE YOU PLACES $3.00 


A revised edition of the well known and lively vocational classic that should 
offer even more suggestions for jobs to take you even more places. (5/2: IC: 53-7552) 
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McGraw-Hill 


Dean, Vera Micheles 
FOREIGN POLICY WITHOUT FEAR $3.50 

A provocative and timely title for a book that summarizes the status of Europe @ 
and our relations with Asia where the dangers of our insularity,- our assumption that 
democracy is the only answer- where the blanket assumption that Moscow is responsible 
for all upheavals is e menace to achievement of peace. Mrs. Deans advocates a thorough 
reexamination and a strengthening faith in our capacity to act dramatically. Fine for 
study groups. (Full report on p. 206) (4/28: Le: 53-7124) 


McGraw-Hill 


Devoe, Alan & Mary 
OUR ANIMAL NEIGHBORS $3.50 


By the author of This Fascinating Animal World (1952) and his wife of equally 
infatuated persuasion, this is a leisurely, relaxed montage of the wild life in their 
"neighborhood" on 125 acres in the Berkshires. Animals and the personalities emerge in 
sharp and often philosophical outline in an enthusiastic, imaginative book. Line draw- 
ings by Walter Ferguson. (Full report on p. 207) (5/7: LC: 53-5185) 


Feininger, Andreas Prentice-Hall 
SUCCESSFUL PHOTOGRAPHY $3.95 
For the serious amateur who knows a little more than he did when he first heard 
the fateful word, an exhaustive treatment of basic principles. A background of the inter- 
relationships of photography's elements leads to discussions on specific techniques, 
cameras, development etc. Reliable. (Full report on p. 204) (4/16: LC: 53-5731). 


t 


Hill, Relph Nading Rinehart 
THE SIDEWHEELER SAGA $5.00 


This is concerned especially with "steamboating in Eastern waters" and repre- 
sents the peak development and achievements of the sidewheelers in the 19th- early 20th 
centuries. Experimentations, defeats, trips around the Horn are some of the accounts 
in this testimony of love for the old boats. (Full report on p. 212. 5/28) 


White, Dale Viking 
& Florek, Larry TALL TIMBER PILOTS $3.50 


Bob Johnson was one of the first commercial pilots and this is the story of all 
the bits and pieces that made up the records of the Johnson Flying Service. Government 
work, mercy missions, freighting and canyon skimming provide some corking stories 
for a masculine audience. (Full report on p. 176) (4/?: Le: 52-12886) 





